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The New York police urn mystified by a
erlea of murdcra and other crimes. The

clue to the criminal la thefirlnclpnl which la Kent the vlctlma, signed
with a "clutching hnnd." The Intent vic-
tim ot the myaterlout asanssln la Taylor
Dodge, the Inaurnnrc president. Ills
daughter, Elaine, employa Craig Kennedy,
the famous sclentinc detective, to try to
unravel the myatcry. What Kennedy

la told by hla friend Jameson,
a newspaper man. Knraged at the deter-
mined effort which Klalne and Craig Ken-
nedy are making to put an end to hla
crlmca, the Clutching Hand, an thin
ntrtnge criminal In known, resorts to all
aorta of the moat dlnbollcal schemes to
put them out of the way. Kuch chapter
of the story tolls of a new plot against
their Uvea and of the way tho great de-
tective usen all hla skill to aave this pret-
ty girl and himself from death.

TWELFTH EPISODE

THE BLOOD CRYSTALS.

"On your right Is t.io residence or
MIbb Elaine Dodge, who Is pursuing
the famous master criminal known us
tho Clutching Hand."

Tho barker had been grandiloquent
ly pointing out tho reBldcnceB of noted
New Yorkers as the big sight-seein- g

car lumbered along through tho
Btrcots.

No ono had paid any attention to
tho unobtrusive Chlnnman who sat in- -

conspicuously In the middle of the car.
Ho was Mr. Wong Long Sin, but no
ono saw anything particularly mys-

terious about an Oriental visitor, moro
or less, viewing New York city.

Wong was of tho mandnrln typo,
with long, drooping mustache, well
dressed In American clothes, and con-
forming to tho new customs of an

China.
Anyone, however, who had been

watching Long Sin would hnvo seen
that he showed much interest when-
ever any of tho wealthy residents ot
tho city were mentioned. Tho name
of Elulno Dodge seemed particularly
to strike htm. He listened with subtle
Interest to what tho barker said and
looked keenly nt tho Dodgo house.

Tho sight-seein- car had passed the
houso, when ho roso slowly and mo-

tioned that he wanted to bo let off.
Tho car stopped, he alighted nnd slow-
ly rambled away, evidently marveling
greatly at tho strange customs ot these
uncouth Westerners.

Elalno was going out when sho mot
Perry Dennett almost on tho stops of
the house.

"I've brought you the watch," re-

marked Dennett. "Thought I'd llko to
give It to you myself."

Ho displayed tho watch which ho
himself had bought a couple of days
beforo for her birthday. He had called
for it himself at the Jeweler's, where It
had now been regulated.

"Oh, thanlc you," exclaimed Elaine.
"Won't you come in?"

They had senrcoly greeted each other
when Long Sin strolled nlong. Neither
of them, however, had time to notice
tho quiet Chlnamun who passed the
house, looking at Klalne Hharply out of
tho corner of hlH eye. They entered
and Wong disappeared down the
Btreot.

"Isn't it a beauty?" cried Elaine,
holding It out from her as they entered
tho llbrnry, and examining it with
great appreciation. "And, oh, do you
know, tho strangest thin,? happened
yesterday! Sometimes Mr, Kennedy
acts too queorly for anything."

Sho reluted how Craig had hurst In
on her nnd Aunt Josephine und had
nlmoBt torn the other watch off her
wrist.

"Another watch?" repeated Dennett,
amazed. "It must have been a mis-

take. Kennedy is crazy."
"i don't understand it, myself," mur-

mured Elaine.

Long Sin was revolving some dark
and devious plan beneath his lmpas-Blv- o

Oriental countenance. Ho was no
ordinary personage. In fact, ho wns
astute enough to have no record. Ho
left that to his tools.

This remarkable criminal had estab-
lished himself In a hired apartment
down town.

Long Sin, now In rich Oriental cos-
tume, was reclining on n divan smok-
ing a strango-lookln- g pipe and playing
with two pet white rats. Each white rat
had a gold band around his log, to
which was connected a gold chain
about a foot in length, and tho chains
ended in rings which woro slipped
over Wong's little fingers. Ordinarily
ho carried tho pets up tho capacious
Bleovo of each arm.

A little Chinese girl, also In native
costume, entered and bowed deferen-
tially.

"A Miss Mary Carson," sho lisped in
soft English.

"Lot the lady enter," waved Long
Sin, with a smile of subtle satisfaction,

Tho girl bowed again nnd silently
left tho room, returning with a hand- -

Bomo, very well-dresse- d wblto woman.
It would bo difficult to analyzo just

what tho fascination was that Long
Sin exercised over Mary Carson. Dut
as tho servant left the room, Mary
bowed nlmost ns deferentially os tho
Httlo Chlncso girl. Wong merely nod
ded In reply.

After a moment ho slowly rose and
took from a drawer a newspaper clip-
ping. Without a word he handed It to

masummm
Mary. Sho looked at It with Interest,
as ono woman always does at the pic-tur- o

of another pretty woman. It wns
a newspaper cut of Elalno, under
which was:

"ELAINE DODQE, THE HEIR-
ESS, WHOSE BATTLE WITH
THE CLUTCHING HAND 18 CRE-
ATING WORLD-WID- E INTER-
EST."
"Now," lie began at last, breaking

tho silence, "I'll how you Just what 1

want you to do."
Ho went over to tho wall nnd took

down a curious long Chlneso knlfo
from a scabbard which hung there
conspicuously.

"Sco that?" ho added, holding It up.
Deforo she could say a word ho had

plunged tho knife, apparently, Into his
own breast.

"Oh!" cried Mary, startled.
Sho ox pec ted to see him fall. Dut

nothing huppened. Wong laughed. It
was nn orlentnl trick knife, In which
tho blado telescoped Into tho bundle.

"Look nt it," ho added, handing It
to her.

Long Sin took n bladder of water
from a tablo near by and concealed it
under his cout. "Now, you stab me,"
ho directed.

Mary hesitated. Dut he repeated tho
command nnd sho plunged the knlfo
gingerly at him. It telescoped. Ho
mnde her try It over, and sho stubbed
him moro resolutely. Tho water from
tho bladder poured out.

"Good!" cried Long Sin, much
pleased. "Now," he ndded, stating
himself beside her, "I want you to
luro Elalno here."

I had been amusing myself by rig-
ging up n contrivance by which I

could mnku It possible to sco through,
or, rather, over, a door.

Kennedy, who hnd been busy at tho
other end of tho laboratory, happened
to look over In my direction. "What's
tho big Ideu, Walter?" ho asked.

It was, I admit, a rather cumber-
some nnd clumsy affair.

"Well, you see, Craig," I explained,
"you put tho top mirror through tho
transom ot a door and "

Kennedy interrupted with n hearty
burst ot laughter. "Dut buppobo tho
door has no transom?" ho asked,
pointing to his own door.

I scratched my head thoughtfully. I
had assumed that tho door would
hnvo a tranHom. A moment Inter
Craig went to the cablnot nnd drew
out a tubo about as big around as u
putty blower nnd ns long.

"Now, hcro'B what I cnll my do--

toctascopo," ho remarked. "Nono of
your mirrors for mo."

"I know," I said somowhnt nettled,
"hut what can you sec through that

Elaine Took Out the Package of Dills.

putty blower? A keyhole Is JuBt as
good."

"Do you realize how Httlo you can
really sco through a keyhole?" ho re
pllod confidently. "Try It over there."

I did, and, to tell the truth, I could
soo morely n llttlo part of tho hall.
Then Kennedy inserted tho dotecta
scope.

"Look through that," ho directed.
I put my oyo to tho nyo ploco and

gazed through tho bulging lens of
the other cud, I could neo nlmost
tho whole hall.

Elalno wns playing with Dusty when
Jennings brought in n card on which
was engraved tho namo, "Miss Mary
Carson," and underneath In pencil was
written "Dolglnn Kollof Cornmittco

"How Interesting," commontod
Elalno, rising and accompanying Jen
nlngs Into tho drawing room. "I won
dor what she wants?"

"Very pleased to greet you, Miss Car
son, atu greeted her visitor.

THE TUCUMCARI NEWS
"You see, Miss Dodge," hognn Mary, !

Wo'ro getting up this movomont to
help tho DclgtanB nnd wo hnvo splen-
did backing. Just let mo show you
bo mo ot tho names on our cornmit-
tco."

Sho handed Elalno n list.
"l'vo just been sent to soo If I can

not persuado you to Join the cornmit
tco nnd attend a meeting at Mrs. Mv-orton's- ,"

sho wont on.
"Why or," considered Elalno,

thoughtfully, "or yes. It must bo
all right with such peoplo In it,"

"Can you go down with mo now?"
"Just as well ns later," agreed

Elalno.
Thoy went out together, nnd ns

they wero leaving tho houso a man
who had been loitering outsldo looked
at Elaine, then fixedly at hor compan
ion.

No sooner had thoy gono than he
sped off to a car waiting around tho
corner. In tho dark depths wns n sin-
ister figure, tho master criminal him-
self. Tho watcher had been an em-

issary of tho Clutching Hnnd.
"Chlof," ho whispered eagerly, "you

know Adventurous Mary? Weil, she's
got Elaine Dodgo In tow!"

"Tho deuce!" cried Clutching Hand.
"Then wo must tench Mary Caraon,
or whoever Bho Is working for, n les
son. No one-slml- ! tnterfcro with our
affairs. Follow them!"

Elalno and Mary hnd gono down
town, talking nnlmntcdly walking
down tho avenuo toward Mrs. Riving-ton'- s

apartment.
Mcanwhtlo, Wong Sin, still In his

Chlncso costume, was explaining to
another mnlo servant Just whnt ho
wished done, pointing out tho dagger
on tho wnll nnd placing tho bladder
under his Jacket. A box of opium
wns on tho table, nnd ho was giv
ing most explicit directions. It was
Into such n web thnt Elalno wns be-

ing unwlttlnly led by Mnry.
Entering the hnllwny of tho npart- -

mcnt, Mury rang tho hell.
Tho sorvnnt opened tho door nnd

Elntno nnd Mary entered. Ho closed
tho door nnd almost beforo they know
It was gono Into tho back room.

Elulno gnzed about It In trepdlntton.
Dut beforo sho could say anything.
Mary, with n great hIiow of surprise,
exclaimed. "Why, I must hnvo mndo
n mistake. This Isn't Mrs. Hiving- -

ton's apartment. How stupid of me,"
They looked nt each other a mo

ment. Then each laughed nervously,
ns together thoy stnrted to go out of
tho door. It wns locked!

Quickly they rnn to another door
It wns locked also.

Just then the Chinaman entered and
stood n moment gazing at them. They
turned and Elnl: recoiled from him.
Wong bowed.

"Oh, Blr," cried Mnry, "wo've mndo n
mistake. Cun't you tell us how to
get out?"

"No speko Englls," ho sold, glid-
ing out again from tho room and
closing tho door.

Elalno nnd Mary' looked about in
despair.

"Whnt shall wo do?" aBkcd Elalno.
Mnry snld nothing, hut with n hasty

glance discovered on tho wull tho
knlfo which Wong hnd already told
her about. She took It from its scab-bar-

As sho did bo tho Chinaman re-

turned with n truy on which wero queer
drlnkH and glnsHcs.

At tho sight of Mnry with tho knlfo
ho Bcowlcd blnckly, laid down tho
tray, nnd took a few stops In her di-

rection. Sho brandished tho knlfo
threateningly; then, ns if hor ncrvo
failed her, fainted, letting the knlfo
full carefully on tho llmr so that It
struck on tho handle, nnd not on tho
blade.

Wong quickly cnught her as alio
fainted nnd carrying her out of tho
room, bunged shut the door. Elnlno
followed In a moment, loyally to pro-

tect her supposed friend, but found
that tho door had a simp lock on tho
other sldo.

Sho looked nbout wildly, nnd In n
moment Wong reappeared. Ab lie ad-

vanced slowly and Insinuatingly, sho
drow bnck, pleading. Dut hor words
fell on seemingly deaf ears.

Sho had picked up tho knlfo which
Mary had dropped, und when nt last
Wong maneuvered to got hor cornered
nnd was about to seize her, she nerved
herself up and Btubbed at him reso-
lutely.

Wong staggered bnck and fell.
As ho did so, ho pressed tho

bladder which lie had already placed
under his coat. A dark red tluld,
llko blood, oozed out till over him nnd
ran In n pool on tho floor.

Klalne, too horror-stricke- n nt what
hud happened even to scream, dropped
tho knlfo nnd bent over him. Ho did
not move. Sho roso quickly and run
through tho now open door. As sho
did so, Wang scorned suddonly to coma
to llfo. Ho raised htmsolf and looked
after her, then with a subtlo smllo
snnk bnck into his former assumed
posturo on tho floor.

When Elulno renchod tho other room
sho found Mnry thcro with tho Chi-noB- o

servant who was giving hor a
glaBH of water. At tho sight of her,
tho Hcrvant paused, then withdrew In.
to another room farther buck. Mury,
now apparently recovering from her
fuintncsB, smiled wanly at Elnlno.

"It's nil right," she murmured. "Ho
is a Chlneso princo who thought wo
woro callers."

At tho reassuring nod of Mary to-

ward tho front room, Elalno was over-
come.

"I I killed him!" sho managed to
gusp.

"What?" cried Mary, starting tin nnd
trembling violently. "You killed
him"

"Yes," Bobbed Elnlno. "Ho enmo nt
mo hnd tho knlfo I struck at
him."

Tbo two girls ran Into tho other

room. Thoro Mary looked nt tho mo-

tionless body on tho lloor nnd recoiled,
horrified.

Elnlno noticed soma spots on her
hands, nnd, seeing thnt thoy wero
stained by tho blood of Long Sin,
wiped tho spots off on her handker-
chief, dropping it to tho floor.

"Ugh I" exclaimed n guttural votco
behind them.

It was tho servant who had como
in.

"You kill him with knlfo?" insln-untc- d

tho Chlneso.
Elalno was dumb. Tho son-an- t did

not wait for an answer, but hastily
opened tho hall door.

To Elalno it seemed that something
must bo dono quickly. A moment and
all the houso would bo In upronr.

Instead, ho placed his finger on his
Hps. "Quick no word," ho said, load-ln- g

tho wny to tho hall door, "and oh,
you must not leavo that It will bo
n clue," ho ndded, picking up tho
bloody handkerchief and pressing it
Into Elaine's hand.

Thoy quickly ran out Into tho hnll.
"Oo quick!" ho urged agnln, "and

hldo tho hnndkerchlof In tho bag. Let
no ono sco It!"

Ho shut tho door. As they hurried
away Elnlno breathed n sigh ot relief.

They had reached tho street. Afraid
to run, they hurried as fnst ns thoy
could until they turned tho first cor-
ner.

They pressed each other's hands nnd
parted.

Meanwhile In tho front room Long
Sin wns on his foot agnln, brushing
himself off nnd mopping up tho blood.

"It worked very well, Sam," ho said
to tho servant.

They wero conversing eagerly nnd
Inughlng nnd did not hear a noise in
tho buck room.

A sinister flguro hnd made its way
by menus of n tiro escape to n rear

Elaine, Too Horror-Stricke- n Even to
Over

window thnt was not barred, nnd si-

lently ho hud stolen In on them.
Thoy turned nt u slight nolso and

saw him. Genuine fright was now on
their fuces ua they looked nt him.
open mouthed.

"What's nil this?" ho growled. "1
nm known ub Uio Clutching Hand. 1

nllow no Interference with my affairs.
Toll mo whnt you nro doing hero with
Elulno Dodge."

Their bendy almond eyes flnshed
fear. Tho Clutching Hnnd moved me-
nacingly. Thoro wub nothing for tho
nstuto Wong Long Sin to do but to
submit.

With a low bow, Wong spread out
his hands In surrender und submission.

"I will tell you, honorable sir," ho
said at length.

"Go on!" growled tho criminal.
Quickly Wong rehearsed what hnd

happened from the moment tho Ideu
of blnckmnll entered hid huud.

"How nbout Mury Cursou?" nsked
Clutching Hund. "1 buw her here."

Wong gave n glance of nlmost
dread uV tho man.

"Sho will bo back Is hero now," ho
added, opening tho door at u knock
and admitting her.

Adventuress Mary had hurried back
to sco that all wub right. This tlmo
Mnry wus genuinely scared nt tho for-
bidding tlguro of which she hud heard.

"It Is all right," pucllled Wong.
"Henceforth wo work with tho hon-
orable Clutching Hund."

At homo nt last, Elulno Bunk down
Into n deep library chair and stnred
straight nhcud. Sho buw visions ot
nrrcBt und trlnl, ot tho terrible elec-
tric chair with herself In it, bound,
und of tho giving of tho futul slgual
for turning on tho current.

Woro such thlnga as theso going to
happen to her, without Kennedy's
holp? Why hud they quarreled? Sho
burled hor fnco In her hands and wept.

Then sho could stand it no longer.
Sho had not takon off her street
clothes, Sho roso and almost lied
from tho house.

Kennedy and I woro Btlll in tho la-

boratory when a knock sounded at
tho door. I went to tho door and
opened It. Thoro Btood Elalno Dodgo.

It wus u complete surpriso to Craig.
"Whnt Is tho mutter?" ho uskod.
Sho hesitntod. then jddenly burst

out, "Craig I I am a murderess!"
I had uover beforo seen such n look

on Craig's faco us BUddenly cumu over
it.

Then sho poured forth tho slory
ns I huvo set it down, but

without tho explanation, which nt thnt
tlmo waB not known to any of us.

"Oh," expostulated Craig, there muat
bo Homo mistake, it's Impossible im-
possible"

"No," sho assorted. "Look hero's
my handkerchief all spotted with
blood."

Oho opened tho bog and displayed
tho blood-spotte- hnndkerchlof. Hu
took it nnd examined It carefully.

"Elnlne," ho said earnestly, not nt
nil displeased I could see, that some-

thing had como up thnt might blot out
tho past unfortunnto mlBundcrfltnnd-lng- ,

"thcro simply, must bo somothlng
wrong hero. Lcnvo this handkerchief
with me. I'll do my best."

"Thank you," sho said simply as
sho left tho laboratory.

Craig went to work abruptly without
a word.

On tho laboratory tablo ho placed his
splendid mlcroscopo and soveral csbcb
ot slides, ns woll as Innumorablo

Ho had boon work-
ing for somo tlmo when ho looked up.

"It Ib dog's blood not human blood,"
ho said simply, "but what's tho gamo
bnck of nit this that's tho muln ques-
tion now."

It wbb not much Inter that Elatno
received a second visit from Mary.

"Do you know why tho servant al-

lowed us to leavo tho npartmcnt?"
whispered Mary with n gtanco about
fearfully, ob if tho walls had cars.

"No why?" Inquired Elalno anxlouB- -

ly- -

"Ho's a tong man who has been
chosen to do away with tho princo.
Ho followed mo, nnd snyB you huvo
dono his work for him. If you will
glvo him ten thousand dollnrs for ex-
penses ho will nttcud to hiding the
body."

Hero, at IcaBt.was n way out.
"It Is tho safest way out of tho

trouble. Yes, I'll do It. I'll stop at the
bunk now nnd get tho money."

They roso nnd Mary preceded hor,
eager to get away from tho house.
At tho door, however, Elnlno asked
her to wait while Bho ran hack on
somo pretext.

Our telephone rang In tho mldtftn

Scream, Dropped the Knife and Dent
Him.

of our conversation on blood crys-
tals, and Kennedy himself unBWered It.

It wub Elalno asking Craig's ud-vic- e.

"Thoy hnvo offered to hush tho
thing up for ton thousand dollnrs," bIio
said In n muffled voice.

She Heemed bent cm doing It, nnd no
amount of nrgument from him could
stop hor. Sho simply refused to ac-
cept tho evldenco of tho hlood crys-
tals ob better thnn whnt hor own eyes
told her sho had seen nnd done.

"Then wnlt for hnlf nn hour," ho
answered, without arguing further.
"You enn do thnt without exciting
suspicion. Then go with her to her
hotel nnd hand her over tho money."

"All right I'll do it." sho ngreed.
"What is tho hotel?"
Crnlg wrote on n slip of paper whnt

sho told him, "Doom fiOD, Hotel La
CoBte."

Hastily ho throw on his street cout.
"Go Into the buck room nnd get mo a
brnco and bit, Walter,' ho Btild.

I did so. When I returned I snw
that ho hud placed tho detoctuccopo
nnd some stuff in u bag. He shoved
in the brnco and hit also.

"Como on hurry!" ho urged.
Wo must hnvo mndo record time in

getting to tho I.n Coste. It was nn or-nn- to

plnco, whero merely to hrcntho
wns expensive. Wo entered, nnd by
somo oxcuso Kennedy contrived to
get past tho vigilant boll-hop- Wo
passed tho tolophono switchboard uud
entered tho clovator, getting off nt
tho fifth floor.

With n busty glnncn up nnd down
tho corridor, to make suro no ono wns
nbout, Kennedy enmo to Doom GOD,

then passed to tho next room, nil,
opening tho door with a skeleton key.

Quickly Crnlg went to tho door
which led to tho noxt room. It wns,
of course, locked also. Ho listened a
moment carefully, Not a sound. Quick-
ly, with an exclamation of satisfac-
tion, ho opened that door also and
went Into fi09.

This mom wan much llko that In
which wo had already been. Ho
opened tho hnll door.

"Watch hero, Wnlter," ho directed.
"Let mo know nt tho slightest alarm."

Craig had already taken tho brnco
nnd bit from tho bng nnd started to
bore through tho wall In Doom 511,
selecting n spot behind n picture of n
Sponlnh dancer a spot directly hack
of her snapping black eyes. Ho fin-

ished quickly nnd Inserted tho dotecta-scop- o

so thattho lens fitted as tin oyo
In tho picture. Tho eyo-ploc- wns In
room Till. Then ho Blurted to brush
up tho pieces of plaster on tho floor.

"Craig," I whispered hastily us I

henrd nn elevator door, "someone's
coming!"

Ho hurried to tho door and looked.
"Thcro thoy nro," ho sold, us ho caw
Elnlno nnd Mary rounding tho corner
of tho halL

Acrous tho hnll, although we did not
know It ot tho tlmo, in room 540,

Wong Sin hnd taken up his sta-

tion, Just to he, hrndy. Thoro ho hnd
been with his nervant, playing with
hln two trained whlto rnts.

Wong plnced them up his cnpnclous
slcovcs nnd cnrofully opened tho door
to look out. Unfortunntely ho wan

Just in tlmo to sco tho door of COO

open nnd dlscloso us.
Wo hurried Into fill nnd shut the

door.
Kennedy mounted n chair and ap-

plied his eyo to tho dotectnscopo. Just
then Mary and Elnlno entered tho
noxt room, Mnry opening tho door
with a regular key.

"Won't you Btop in?" sho nBked.
Elnlno did bo and Mary hesitated

In tho hnll. Wong Sin hnd slipped
out. on noiseless feet and takon rof-ug- o

behind somo curtains. As he saw
hor alono, ho beckoned, to Mnry.

"There's a strnngor In tho next
room," ho whispered. "I don't llko
him. Tako tho money nnd ns quickly
na possible get out nnd go to my
apnrtmont."

At tho nows thnt thcro wns n mis-plclo-

stranger nbout Mnry showed
grcnt nlnrm. Everything was bo rnp-I- d

now thnt tho slightest hesitation
meant disaster. Porhnpn by quick-

ness oven a suspicious strnngor could
bo fooled, she reasoned. At nny rate,
Wong Sin wns resourceful. Sho hnd
better trust him.

Mnry followed Elnlno Into the room,
whero she hnd scnted herself nlrendy,
nnd locked tho door.

"Huvo you tho money there?" sho
naked.

"Yes," nodded Elnlne, tnklng out
tho pnekngo of bills which she hnd got
from tho bnnk during tho hnlf-hou- r

dolny.
All this wo could see by gnzlng nl- -

temntely through tho dctertuHcope.
Elnlno handed Mnry tho money.

Mnry counted it slowly.. At last site
looked up,

"It's nil right," sho snld. "Now. I'll
tnko this to thnt tong leader. He's In
n room only Just across the ball "

Sho went out.
Mnry hnd Just succeeded In netting

on tho elnvntor ns Kennedy hurried
down tho hnll. The door wn cloned
nnd tho enr dcHconded. He rang the
push hell furiously, but thero was
no nnswor.

Ho dashed buck to tho room with
us und Jerked io telephone receiver.

"Hello-hollo-ho- llo!" ho called.
Thoro seemed to bo no wny to get

a connection. Whnt wns the mnt-tor- ?

Ho hurried down the hnll ngnln.
Down In tho hotel lobby, with IiIh

follower, tho Chinaman pnuscd beforo
tho tolophono swltchbonrd, whero two
girls were at work.

"You may go," ordered Wong, nnd,
ns his man left, ho moved over close,
to tho swltchbonrd.

.lust ns n cnll from fi09 flnshed up,
Wong slipped tho rings off Ills llttlo
fingers nnd loosened tho whlto rutH
on tho telephone swltchbonrd Itself.

With n shriek tho telephone system
of tho CoBto went temporarily out of
business.

Kennedy had succeeded In finding
tho nlcovo of tho floor clerk In charge
of tho fifth floor. Thero on his desk
wub nn Instrument hnvlng u stylus on
tho end of two arms, connected to n
system of mngncts. It wus a telauto-
graph.

Unceremoniously Crnlg pushed tho
clerk out of his sent nnd sat down
himself. It was n Inst chance, now
thnt tho telcphono wns out of com-
mission.

Downstnlrs In tho hotel office, whero
tho excitement hnd not spread to ev-
ery one, wns the other end of tho uhj-tri- e

long-dlstnuc- writer.
It stnrted to write, ns Kennedy

wrote, upstairs:
"House Detective quick hold wom-

an with blue chatelaine bag, getting
out of elevator."

Tho clerks downstairs snw it nrnl
shouted above tho din of tho

"McCnnn McCnnn!"
Tho clerk hnd torn off tho messngo

from tho telautograph register and
handed It to tho houso mnn, who
pushed his wny to tho desk.

Quickly tho dotoctlvo called to tho
holl-hapa- . Together thoy hurried af-
ter tho well-dresse- d woman who hnd
Just swept out of tho otovutor. Mury
lind nlrendy passed through tho d

lobby nnd out, und wns nbout.
to cross tho Btreet ante.

McCnnn and tho bell-hop- s wero now
in full cry after her. Flight wns use-Ios-

Sho took refugo in iiidlgnr'on
und threats.

Dut McCnnn wns obdurate. Sho
passed quickly to tears uud pleadings.
It hud no effect, '.hey insisted on
lending her back. Tho game wns up.

"Here," cried Kennedy, "tnko hor up
In tho olevutor. I'll prove tho ense."

"Now not a word of who she is In
tho papers, McCnnn," Kennedy con-elude-

referring to Elnlne. "You
know. It wouldn't aound well for tho
La. Cost-- . Ab for that woman well,
l'vo got tho money back. You can
tako her off mnko tho chnrgo."

Ah tho houso mnn loft with Mnry I
handed Crnlg hla bag. Wo moved rd

tho door, nnd ua wo stood thcro
n moment with Elnluo, ho quietly hund-e- d

over to hor tho big roll of money.
If ho had boon loss of a scientist, homight huvo understood tho I ok on

her faco, but. with n nod to me, ho
turned and went.

Ab sho looked first nt him. then nt
tho paltry ten thousand in her hand,
Elalno stumped her llttlo foot in vex-atlo-

"I'm glnd I didn't say anything
more,' bIio cried. "No-n- o,0 Hhull
bog my pardon Hrst thcro!"

(TO 11U CONTINUED.)


